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Type Common Name Formal Name h. w. Flower 
season

Flower 
color

Foliage 
Texture

Foliage 
Color

Hardy 
to (°F)

Growth 
Rate

Water 
Use

Ever-
green

Light 
Exposure Litter

Shrub Superstition 
Mallow

Abutilon 
palmeri 4 3 spr-fall orange-

yellow coarse silvery green 20 fast low yes p. shade - 
full sun low No U

Tree; 
Shrub

Sweet Acacia Acacia smallii

20 20 win yellow fine; thorns dark green 15 mod very low
yes, in 
mild 

winters
full sun high

aromatic; don't confuse with 
A. farnesiana; this plant is 
so hybridized that there is 
no way to be sure what you 
are getting; invasive

Yes
U; invasive; 
uncertain 

variety

Tree Shoestring 
Acacia

Acacia 
stenophyll 30 20 fall white med blue-green 18 fast low-mod yes high No U; too tall; 

messy
Succulent Soft Tip agave Agave 

attenuata 5 4 win greenish 
yellow

coarse, 
thorns green 37 mod low yes p. sun - p. 

shade
needs protection for full sun 
& frost. Yes U; not hardy

Succulent Dawe's Aloe Aloe dawei 2 3 win red 
spikes coarse, reddish-

green 27 mod very low yes p. shade - 
full sun low attracts hummingbirds Yes U; not hardy

Ground 
cover; 
Herb

Lemon Verbena Aloysia 
triphylla 6 6 sum white, 

lilac green 30 mod mod semi full sun
attracts birds; lemon-
scented leaves used in tea; 
leggy

Yes U; not hardy

Shrub Flame 
Honeysuckle

Anisacanthus 
quadrifidus 
'Wrightii'

3 4 sum-fall orange-
red medium green 5 mod low deciduous full sun low attracts hummingbirds and 

butterflies No U

Accent Golden-spurred 
Columbine

Aquilegia 
chrysantha 4 3 spr-fall yellow med green 10 mod high yes p. shade - 

shade low good for mini-oasis Yes U; high 
water needs

Shrub; 
Tree

Strawberry Tree Arbutus unedo

20 20

green-
white; 
fruit: 
yellow-
red

lustrous; 
bark: sheds dark green -10 slow-

mod mod yes p. shade drought, wind tolerant; 
edible fruit No U

Shrub; 
Tree

Strawberry Tree, 
compact

Arbutus unedo 
'Compacta' 10 10 year 

round
white, 
green -10 slow-

mod low yes p. shade mod edible fruit No U

Shrub 
evergreen

Southernwood, 
Old Man

Artemisia 
abrotanum 3 3 yellow/ 

white

lemon-
scented, 
needle-like

gray green 28 low-mod yes p. shade - 
full sun No U

Shrub 
evergreen

Common 
Wormwood

Artemisia 
absinthium 4 3 small 

yellow silvery-gray 20 low-mod yes full sun pungent odor No U

Shrub 
evergreen

Silver Spreader Artemisia 
caucasica 0.5 2 small 

yellow silver-green high yes No U

Fern, 
Ground 
cover

Sprenger 
Asparagus Fern

Asparagus 
densiflorus 
'Sprengeri'

2 3 spr white thorns green 24 fast mod yes p. shade - 
full sun

attracts butterflies; bright red 
berries No U

Shrub Desert Holly Atriplex 
hymenelytra 3 3 spr gray-

green
holly-like 
leaves silvery 25 very low yes full sun difficult to grow No U; difficult to 

grow
Ground 
cover

Centennial Baccharis 
'Centennial' 3 5 fall green 30 fast low yes p. shade - 

refl. sun  
controls erosion; resists root 
rot; occas. deep irrig. No U; not hardy

Tree Orchid Bauhinia 
forficata

20 20 spr-sum white thorny at 
joints green 20 mod p. shade - 

full sun

[AZ Rep]; cold sensitive; 
[MG: semi-tropical; needs 
above average water; 
leaves can salt-burn in heat; 
more tolerant in shade

Yes

U; high 
water needs; 
leaves salt-
burn in heat

Appearance Life Factors
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Tree
Anacacho Orchid 
Tree

Bauhinia 
lunaroides 
'congesta'

8 6 spr-sum
white, 
pink 
clusters

medium
green; bark: 
white, 
peeling

15 slow-
mod low semi p. shade - 

full sun low [MG: highly recommended] Yes U, too costly

Perennial Chocolate 
Flower; Lyre leaf

Berlandiera 
lyrata 1 2 spr-fall

yellow, 
daisy-
like

medium green 10 fast low yes p. shade - 
full sun low

flowering inhibited by too 
much shade or drought; 
chocolate-scented flowers; 
attracts butterflies

No U

Tree Alamos Pea Tree Brongniartia 
alamosana 8-10 6-8 sum brown-

red 15 mod low deciduous p. shade - 
full sun

stake, side prune for small 
patio tree No U

Succulent Yellow Bulbine Bulbine 
frutescens 1 2 win-spr yellow 

spikes medium green 15 fast low-mod yes p. shade low No U, high 
water needs

Tree Palo Colorado Caesalpinia 
platyloba

20 20 spr yellow airy; fern-
like leaf

fall: copper 
red mod low yes full sun

poisonous pods and seeds 
when ingested; prune in 
spring; attracts 
hummingbirds; [MG: good 
choice]

No U

Shrub Sturt's cassia Cassia sturtii 6 5 spr-fall yellow green 40 mod low p. shade - 
refl. sun mod attracts butterflies and birds Yes U; not hardy

Tree; 
Shrub

Desert 
Hackberry, 
Netleaf 
Hackberry

Celtis pallida

16 10 spr yellow-
green

medium; 
spines

gray-green; 
orange 
berries

10 mod very low yes full sun low

erosion control; attracts 
birds;  tap root; good near 
buildings; allergenic; edible 
orange berries

Yes U; allergen

Ground 
cover

Red Spike Ice 
Plant

Cephalo-
phyllum 'Red 
Spike'

0.5 0.5 win-spr red coarse green 20 slow low yes p. shade - 
full sun low

clumping; winter color; 
needs afternoon shade in 
desert

No U

Tree Hybrid Palo 
Verde; 
Parkinsidium 
Hybrid; Desert 
Museum Hybrid

Cercidium 
hybrid

25 25 spr-sum yellow fine green 15 fast very low semi refl. sun mod Yes U; too large

Tree Palo Brea, 
Sonoran Palo 
Verde

Cercidium 
praecox 25 25 spr yellow medium; 

bark: green blue-green 25 fast very low semi full sun low

most attractive in winter; 
recommended varieties: 
Cercidium p. glaucum & 
Cercidium p. praecox

U; too tall

Tree
Western Redbud Cercis 

occidentalis 10-20 10-18 win-spr magenta 15 mod very low deciduous p. shade - 
ref. sun

single or multi-trunk patio 
tree.  Shade tree in wet 
areas

No U

Shrub Rabbitbrush Chrysotham-
nus 7 3 sum-fall yellow silver-blue Any very low deciduous full sun No U

Succulent Green Desert 
Spoon

Dasylirion 
acrotriche 6 6 sum-fall white

fine-
toothed 
leaf

green 15 mod low yes p. shade - 
full sun low

greener than Sotol variety; 
rabbits eat young plants; 
[MG: too big for patios]

No U

Tree; 
Shrub

Texas 
Persimmon

Diospyros 
texana 15 15 leather-

like white dark green 23 slow-
mod low yes p. shade - 

full sun high drops edible fruit; attracts 
wildlife; prune for small tree No U

Shrub Brittlebush Encelia 
farinosa 3 4 win-spr

yellow; 
daisy-
like

medium silvery-gray 25 fast very low yes full sun - 
refl. sun high attracts aphids; seeds 

attract birds; invasive Yes U; high litter; 
invasive
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Shrub Green Brittlebush Encelia 
frutescens 3 4 spr-fall yellow sandpaper-

like green 5 fast very low yes full sun high seeds attract birds; invasive Yes U; high litter; 
invasive

Ground 
cover Poverty Bush

Eremophila 
decipiens 
'compacta'

2 3 spr red fine green 19 fast low yes p. shade - 
full sun low

don't overwater; attracts 
butterflies; deters rabbits; 
possible snake haven

No U

Shrub Eremophila 
racemosa 3 spr

mauve, 
fuchsia, 
gold-
orange

20 mod low-mod yes full shade - 
full sun No U

Shrub
Turpentine Bush; 
Larchleaf 
Goldenweed

Ericameria 
laricifolia 2 3 sum-fall yellow 

clusters fine green 5 mod very low yes full sun low

turpentine leaf odor; attracts 
butterflies; deters rabbits; 
seeds attract birds; [MG: 
hard to keep looking good. 
Doesn't respond well to 
pruning. Gets rangy after a 
while]

Yes U; see MG 
comments

Tree Narrow Leaf 
Gimlet

Eucalyptus 
spathulata 30 20 sum cream, 

gold fine green 18 mod low yes full sun low [MG: beautiful bark that 
peels annually] Yes U; too tall

Ground 
cover

Blue Euphorbia; 
Gopher Plant; 
Two Gland 
Euphorbia

Euphorbia 
rigida; 
Euphorbia 
biglandulosa

2 3 win-spr char-
treuse coarse blue-green 15 slow-

mod mod yes full sun low
sap poisonous, may irritate 
skin; [MG: beautiful in spring 
with penstemon and aloes]

No U; high 
water needs

Shrub; 
Tree

Desert Olive; 
New Mexico-
privet

Forestiera 
neomexicana

12 8 spr green-
white

fiinely-
toothed 
leaves

bright green 10 fast mod deciduous full sun

Prune lower branch-es to 
form tree; attracts birds for 
nesting; fleshy fruits, wildlife 
edible; riparian plant

No U

Perennial Gaura Gaura 
lindheimeri 1 1.5 sum-fall

white, 
pink 
spikes

medium green 10 fast low semi p. shade - 
full sun low flowers resemble butterflies No U

Tree Australian Willow Geijera 
parviflora 30 20 fine mod mod full sun Yes U; too tall

Shrub Guayacan Guaiacum 
coulteri 5 5 sum violet-

blue medium dark green 25 slow-
mod low semi p. shade - 

full sun low No U

Tree Pincushion Tree; 
Sea Urchin Tree

Hakea laurina
30 30 fall-win red narrow 

leaves gray-green low yes wind tolerant, dense, 
rounded No U; too tall

Semi-
succulent

Night-blooming 
Hesperaloe

Hesperaloe 
nocturnae 4 4 spr white coarse blue-green 15 mod low yes full sun low

Agave relative; attracts 
moths at night; night 
blooming

No U

Ground 
cover

Aaron's Beard; 
Creeping St. 
Johnswort

Hypericum 
calycinum 1 yellow green to 

yellow-green fast mod semi p. shade controls erosion; needs 
pruning; invasive; rhizomes No U; invasive

Tree Jacaranda Jacaranda 
mimosifolia 35 30 spr-fall blue feathery 25 low deciduous full sun high No U; too tall

Shrub; 
Semi-
succulent

Limberbush Jatropha 
cardiophylla 3 3 sum pink toothed 

leaf
glossy green; 
red bark 20 slow-

mod low deciduous p. shade - 
full sun

bare reddish sticks for 9 
months of year No U
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Shrub, 
semi-
succulent

Leatherplant, 
Limber Bush

Jatropha 
cuneata 3 4 sum pinkish 

white green 32 full sun bears fruit Yes U; not hardy

Shrub Red Justica Justicia 
candicans 3 3 fall, spr red medium green 25 mod mod yes p. shade low attracts hummingbirds; 

sprawling Yes U; high 
water needs

Shrub Water Willow Justicia ovata
3 3 fall-spr red med green 25 mod mod yes p. shade attracts hummingbirds; 

sprawling No U

Tree; 
Shrub

Crape Myrtle Lagerstroemia 
indica 20 

tree; 6 
shrub

12 
tree; 6 
shrub

sum

pink, 
red, 
purple, 
white

medium bright green 20 mod deciduous p. shade - 
full sun high

resists Texas root rot; 
mildew; occas. deep irrig.; 
attracts aphids; [MG: salt-
sensitive, leaves tend to 
brown in summer, 
susceptible to chlorosis]

Yes
U; 

susceptible 
to chlorosis

Ground 
cover

Tangerine 
Lantana; Yellow 
Lantana

Lantana 
camara 4 6 year 

round
orange, 
yellow

toothed, 
fuzzy leaf green 28 fast mod semi p. shade - 

refl. Sun
poisonous berries & foliage; 
erosion control No U; not hardy

Ground 
cover

Lantana Lantana hybrid
2 3 year 

round

yellow, 
orange, 
gold

medium green 28 fast low yes full sun low may irritate skin Yes U; not hardy

Perennial; 
Annual

Scarlet Flax Linum 
grandiflorum 
'Rubrum'

2 2 spr scarlet gray-green mod full sun No U; high 
water needs

Tree 
replacmnt

Palo Blanco Lysiloma 
candida

20 10 spr

cream 
puffball; 
fruit: 5" 
copper-
red pods

smooth, 
chalky-
white bark, 
fernlike

gray-green 25 mod low semi full sun high tree replacement; needs 
warm, sheltered location Yes U; messy

Shrub 
evergreen

Desert Mahonia Mahonia 
fremontii 12 6 spr

blue; 
brown 
fruit

spines gray-green 20 low yes p. shade - 
full sun

attracts birds; many stems; 
southwest native No U

Shrub, 
Ground 
cover

Creeping 
Mahonia

Mahonia 
repens 1 3 spr

yellow; 
blue 
berries

blue-green very low yes p. shade - 
full sun controls erosion; rhizomes No U

Ground 
cover Gray Ice Plant Malephora 

crocea 1 6 all

orange-
red; 
yellow 
centers

coarse blue-green 20 mod very low yes full sun low
trailing habit; attracts 
rabbits, bees; controls 
erosion

No U

Shrub Mangle Dulce Maytenus 
phyllanthoides 3 4 spr green medium green 20 slow low yes p. shade - 

full sun low No U

Ground 
cover Blackfoot Daisy Melampodium 

leucanthum 1 2 year 
round white medium gray-green 0 fast low yes p. shade - 

full sun low
short-lived; honey-scented 
flowers; needs well-drained 
soil; possible sake haven

Yes U; short-
lived

Grass Pink Muhly Muhlenbergia 
capillaris 3 3 fall pink 

plumes fine green; tan in 
fall 0 fast low semi p. shade - 

full sun low
plant where backlit by sun; 
[MG: does not color up well 
in shade]

No U
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Grass Bamboo Muhly Muhlenbergia 
dumosa 6 6 spr

green, 
dries to 
tan

fine green 0 fast low p. shade - 
full sun low resembles short bamboo; 

native to AZ No U

Shrub Myrtle Myrtus 
communis 5 4 spr white medium dark green 20 mod mod yes p. shade 

full sun low do not overwater No U

Fern Sword Fern Nephrolepis 
cordifolia 3 5 spr - 

sum
pink, 
white green -9 mod p. shade - 

full sun runners No U

Shrub; 
Tree

Petite or Dwarf 
Oleander

Nerium 
oleander 6 4 mod-

fast semi No U

Tree Swan Hill Olive, 
multitrunk

Olea europaea 
'swan hill' 40 30 spr-fall white leathery 

leaves
gray-green to 
almost white 15 low yes full sun [AZ Rep]; cold sensitive; 

annual pruning No U; too tall

Tree Ironwood Olneya tesota 30 20 spr lavender medium gray-green 20 slow low yes full sun low Yes U; too tall
Grass Fountain Grass Pennisetum 

setaceum 5 5 sum copper-
pink brown green Any very low yes p. shade - 

full sun invasive; dies back in winter No U; invasive

Shrub Rock Penstemon Penstemon 
baccharifolius 1 2 spr-sum red serrated-

edge leaf dark green 5 low yes p. shade - 
full sun

short-lived; shrubbier than 
most penstemons Yes U; short-

lived

Shrub Firecracker 
Penstemon

Penstemon 
eatonii 1 1.5 win-spr scarlet 

spikes medium green 0 mod low yes p. shade - 
full sun low short-lived; self-seeding; 

attracts hummingbirds Yes U; short-
lived

Shrub; 
Ground 
cover

Parry's 
Penstemon

Penstemon 
parryi 1.5 1.5 spr pink 

spikes medium blue-green 15 mod low yes p. shade - 
full sun low short-lived; attracts 

hummingbirds, self seeding Yes U; short-
lived

Shrub Canyon 
Penstemon

Penstemon 
pseudo-
spectabilis

1.5 2 spr
rose-
purple 
spikes

medium green 0 mod low yes p. shade - 
full sun low short-lived; self-seeding; 

attracts hummingbirds Yes U; short-
lived

Shrub Superb 
Penstemon

Penstemon 
superbus 2 3 spr coral medium blue-green 15 mod low yes p. shade - 

full sun low short-lived; self-seeding; 
attracts hummingbirds Yes U; short-

lived
Shrub Wright's 

Penstemon
Penstemon 
wrightii 3 spr-fall pink-

rose oval green 10 yes p. shade - 
full sun Yes U; short-

lived

Grass Ribbon Grass Phalaris 
arundinacea 3 6 - 12" 

leaves white stripes low yes p. shade - 
full sun aggressively invasive No U; invasive

Perennial Jerusalem Sage Phlomis 
fruticosa 3 3 spr-sum yellow low yes shrub-like; labor intensive No U; labor 

intensive
Tree Mexican Ebony, 

Palo Chino
Pithecellobium 
mexicanum 30 20 spr cream fine; thorns dark green 20 slow low deciduous full sun pods Yes U; too tall

Tree Tenaza; Ape's 
Earring

Pithecellobium 
pallens

30 12 spr-sum white

small 
thorns; 
leathery 
leaves

Bark: gray; 
leaf: green 24 fast low-mod yes p. shade - 

full sun

minor
; 2 in. 
pods

plant where thorns won't 
snag passersby; multi-
trunked; prune to single 
trunk as needed; fragrant 
flowers

Yes U; too tall

Tree Willow 
Pittosporum

Pittosporum 
phillyraeoides

20 15 spr yellow willow-like dark-green 15 slow low yes p. shade - 
full sun high

sticky fruits; resists Texas 
root rot; one of finest trees in 
SW for style & shade; very 
fragrant; grows well in 
narrow space; [MG: roots 
are very invasive, puts up 
suckers]

No U; invasive
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Shrub; 
Vine

Cape Plumbago Plumbago 
auriculata 6 10 white, 

blue green 20 mod semi p. shade - 
full sun

ploxlike cluster flowers; 
controls erosion; walls Yes U; high 

water needs

Shrub White Plumbago Plumbago 
scandens 3 3 sum-fall white medium

green; 
maroon in 
winter

20 fast mod yes full shade - 
p. shade low labor intensive No U; labor 

intensive

Succulent Elephant's Food Portulacaria 
afra 3 4

spr 
(rarely 
occurs)

pink medium green 25 mod low yes shade - 
full sun low edible fruit; does best in 

frost-free environment No U

Tree White Mesquite, 
Argentine 
Mesquite

Prosopis alba
30 30 spines blue-green 15 fast low full sun high drippy sap; drops leaves in 

cold weather Yes U; too tall

Tree; Tree 
replacmnt

Screw bean 
Mesquite

Prosopis 
pubescenes 30 30 spr yellow, 

white thorns blue-green 0 slow low; 
1x/mon. deciduous full sun high allergenic; invasive Yes U; too tall

Tree Carolina Laurel Prunus 
Caroliniana 15-20 15+ spr white dark green 10 mod low-mod yes p.shade - 

full sun
refined small tree for patio or 
street No U

Shrub Pomegranate Punica 
granatum 8 6 spr

red-
orange, 
red fruit

medium green 10 mod mod deciduous p. shade - 
full sun mod edible fruit Yes U; attracts 

vermin

Perennial Mexican Hat Ratibida 
columnaris

2 1 spr-fall yellow, 
maroon 30 mod mod deciduous p. shade - 

full sun low

attracts monarch butterflies; 
makes herbal tea; good for 
cut flowers; cut to ground in 
winter;

Yes

U; not hardy; 
high water 

needs; labor 
intensive

Tree African Sumac Rhus lancea

30 30 win-spr green dark green 15 slow low yes full sun

[AZ Rep]; strongly 
allergenic; dense crown; 
shade tree; susceptible to 
root rot; multitrunk; can be 
trained to single trunk

Yes U; too tall

Shrub; 
Tree 
replacmnt

Littleleaf Sumac; 
Desert Sumac

Rhus 
microphylla 10 10 spr white; 

fruit: red thorns fall leaves: 
rusty red 20 low-mod yes full sun invasive; juicy fruit No U; invasive

Shrub Sugar Bush Rhus ovata

6 6 spr

red 
buds, 
cream 
clusters

coarse dark green 10 slow low yes p. shade - 
full sun low fruit with sugary secretions Yes U; sugary 

secretions

Shrub; 
Tree 
replacmnt

Squaw Bush Rhus trilobata

6 6 white; 
fruit: red

red; fall: 
yellow

excelle
nt low-mod deciduous full sun

tends to produce suckers; 
bruised leaves unpleasant 
odor; good as low hedge; 
invasive; juicy fruit

No U; invasive

Ground 
cover

Purple Ruellia, 
Katie Ruellia

Ruellia 
brittoniana 
'Katie'

1 2 spr-fall purple medium dark green 28 mod mod deciduous p. shade - 
full sun No U; not hardy

Shrub 
replacmnt

Baja Ruellia Ruellia 
californica 4 5 spr-fall purple med green 28 fast mod yes p. shade - 

full sun  winter dormant & dull Yes U; not hardy

Shrub Baja Ruellia Ruellia 
peninsularis 3 4 spr-fall purple medium green 28 mod low yes full sun low tolerates some shade No U, not hardy
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Mexican Blue 
Sage

Salvia 
chamaedry-
oides

2 2 spr,fall blue 15 fast low yes full sun short-lived; drought 
intolerant Yes U; short-

lived

Shrub Scarlet Sage, 
Texas Sage, 
Cherry Red Sage

Salvia 
coccinea 1.5 1.5 sum

red, 
orange, 
pink, 
white

hairy dark green 30 mod p. shade - 
full sun

dehead; cut back late 
spring; will reseed Yes U; not hardy

Grass Burro Grass Scleropogon 
brevifolius 0.5 0.5 spr-fall silver, 

rose fine 10 low p. shade - 
full sun controls erosion; stolons Yes U

Subshrub Threadleaf 
Groundsel

Senecio 
douglasii var. 
longilobus

3 2 spr-fall yellow silver 0 low yes full sun poisonous to livestock Yes U

Perennial Globe Mallow; 
Desert Mallow

Sphaeralcea 
ambigua 3 3 spr

orange, 
white, 
pink, 
laven-
der

coarse gray-green 5 fast very low yes full sun low may irritate eyes and skin; 
short-lived Yes U; short-

lived

Perennial Red Mint, Scarlet 
Hedge Nettle

Stachys 
coccinea 1.5 1.5 spr-sum scarlet rough to 

furry green 28 mod p. shade - 
full sun attracts bees Yes U; not hardy

Grass Mexican Thread 
Grass

Stipa 
tenuissima 1.5 1.5 fall char-

treuse fine green, dries 
to tan 0 fast mod p. shade low No U; high 

water needs
Shrub Mt. Lemmon 

Marigold
Tagetes 
palmeri 3 3 sum-fall orange-

yellow mod mod semi p. shade - 
refl. sun short-lived Yes U; short-

lived
Shrub Orange Bells Tecoma hybrid 8 5 year 

round
orange 
trumpet medium green 28 fast low semi full sun mod attracts hummingbirds yes U; not hardy

Shrub; 
Tree 
replacmnt

Mexican Yellow 
Bell

Tecoma stans
15 10 spr yellow 28 yes p. shade - 

full sun No U; not hardy

Shrub Cape 
Honeysuckle

Tecomaria 
capensis 6 5 year 

round
orange-
red medium dark green 20 fast low yes p. shade - 

full sun low attracts hummingbirds No U

Tree Mexican Buckeye Ugnadia 
speciosa 8-12 8-12 fall

leaves 
turn 
yellow

medium light green 15 mod low deciduous
p. shade - 
full or ref. 
sun

Hard to find.  Prune as a 
tree. No U

Ground 
cover

Verbena Verbena 1 2 varies 25 low No U

Ground 
cover

Peruvian 
Verbena

Verbena 
peruviana 1 3 spr-fall

red, 
pink, 
purple, 
blue

small 
thorns; 
leathery 
leaves

dark green 30 fast mod yes p. shade - 
full sun low short-lived; attracts 

butterflies; inferior variety No U; not hardy

Ground 
cover

Prairie Verbena, 
Sandpaper 
Verbena

Verbena rigida
2 4 sum-fall

lilac, 
purple-
blue

deeply 
toothed dark green 15 fast low yes full sun short-lived Yes U; short-

lived

Ground 
cover

Rock Verbena Verbena 
tenera sum-fall

purple, 
pink, 
white

20 mod mod full sun No U

Ground 
cover

Yellow Dot Wedelia 
trilobata 1.5 6 spr-sum yellow medium green 30 fast mod yes p. shade - 

full sun
low invasive, may irritate skin No U; not hardy, 

invasive
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Type Common Name Formal Name h. w. Flower 
season

Flower 
color

Foliage 
Texture

Foliage 
Color

Hardy 
to (°F)

Growth 
Rate

Water 
Use

Ever-
green

Light 
Exposure Litter

Appearance Life Factors

Comments
TR 

Plant 
List

Rec

Plant Size (h x w)

Yucca Soaptree Yucca Yucca elata
10 4 spr white coarse, 

sharp tips blue-gray 0 mod very low yes full sun low
leave dead leaves on trunk 
to avoid sunburn damage; 
large fruits; shaggy

Yes U; large 
fruits

Shrub Hummingbird 
Trumpet, 
Hummingbird 
Bush

Zauschneria 
californica

1 2 sum-fall orange-
red medium gray-green 20 mod low semi p. shade - 

full sun low

dies to ground in cold 
winters; invasive; rhizomes; 
rangy; pruning required; 
attracts butterflies & 
hummingbirds

Yes
U; invasive; 

labor 
intensive
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